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1. LOCAL SIL REPRESENTATIVE NYMAN CALLED EMBASSY OFPICER PEBRU- 
ARY 18 TO DESCRIBE RESULTS OP ORGANIZATION’S EPFORTS TO EXPLAIN 
ITS PROGRAMS TO LOCAL OPINION LEADERS. 

2. NYMAN STATED THAT SIL HAD TAKEN A GROUP TO ITS LOMA LINDA 
OUTPOST POR BRIEPINGS AND ON-SITE INSPECTIONS. AMONG THE VISI- 
TORS WERE MINISTER OP EDUCATION HERNANDO DURAN DUSSAN AND PAR- 
LEFT LIBERAL MEMBER OP CONGRESS (AND PORMER ALLENDE ADVISOR) 
BLORIA GAITAN. ACCORDING TO NYMAN, BOTH GOC OPPICIALS WERE PAVOR- 
ABLY IMPRESSED BY THE SIL PROGRAM. NYMAN SAID THAT THE MINISTER 
OP EDUCATION DESCRIBED THE SIL ACTIVITIES AS WORK OP VALUE TO CO- 
LOMBIA AND PROMISED TO PRESS SIL'S CASE WITH THE GOC. 

3. COMMENT: THE SIL OPTIMISM STEMMING PROM THE PAVORABLE COM- 
MENTS OP DURAN AND GAITAN MAY NOT BE ENTIRELY JUSTIPIED. WITH 
COLOMBIA HEADED POR MID-TERM ELECTIONS THIS SPRING, IT WOULD BE 
SURPRISING IP NONE OF THE LEFTIST GROUPS WERE TO MAKE REPERENCE 
TO SIL. THE SUPPORT TO BE EXPECTED FROM DURAN AND GAITAN IS NOT, 

IN AN ELECTION YEAR, SUBSTANTIAL. NONETHELESS, THEIR FAVORABLE 
IMPRESSIONS ARE A POSITIVE ELEMENT. IN ADDITION, THE BOGOTA PRESS 
HAS PAID LITTLE ATTENTION TO SIL FOR THE PAST MONTH. 
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